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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting  held on Tuesday 17’th November 2009 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives 
Town Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair, HDC 
  Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
  Bob Marston  (BM) : Neighbourhood Watch  
  Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
  Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Bob Carr  (BC) : St. Ives Police 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC 
Peter Brace  (PB) : Earith PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Bill Halford  (BH) : Hilton PC 
Colin Saunderson (CS) : St. Ives TC 

   
Apologies 
 
Anne Corbin, Sandra Mitcham, Jon Neish, Andy Rhodes, Terry Rogers, Tina Yates 

 
1 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  15’th September  2009   
 
The minutes were approved. 
 

2 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
RSG Role: 
 
TR had been asked to consult with both the District and the County about the role of the 
RSG. His conclusion was that it  should be part of the Neighbourhood Forum. This 
provoked some discussion. 
 



GP thought it would affect their membership as Colne is in the Ramsey area but the RSG 
would presumably report to the St. Ives area.  
 
MN confirmed this but added that the RSG could possibly report to both the St.Ives and 
Ramsey forums. However, judging by the existing setup as laid out in the Terms of 
Reference there would be no place for the RSG. There would be up to 10 representatives 
on the panel but these places were already allocated. Roy Reaves was the person 
responsible for the documents. 
 
JC thought that we should say we wished to be on both and that we wanted two voting 
members. GP wondered if the voting powers were realistic. 
 
Action: OM to write to Roy Reaves re: the Forum constitution 
 
PB had asked Councillor Cadditch at the  Joint Area meeting asked if  the RSG was still 
relevant.  She had requested more information on the history and the constitution.  
 
Emma Murden was also contacted re: the role of the RSG but no received response as 
yet. 
 
Garage Signs: 
 
It had been reported that the signs at the garage at the junction of St. Audreys Lane and 
Somersham Road were causing an obstruction.  BC reported that the signs at the garage 
were behind the highway boundary and he didn’t think they were causing an obstruction. 
If they were positioned correctly then no action could be taken.  
JC asked if other members could also have a look. 
 
Bluntisham Traffic Calming: 
 
ML reported that there would be no traffic calming in Bluntisham High Street as they did 
not have enough points. 
 
3 Role of the Road Safety Committee / Review Constitution 
 

It was agreed that this item should be left until there was some resolution of the issue 
about the role of the RSG and Neighbourhood Panels.  
 

4 Correspondence 
 
Cycling & walking in St. Ives: 
A letter had been received from Scott Parsons from the Traffic department outlining the 
proposals. (The plans are shown in Appendix A. These have been scanned so the images 
are not very good but the detail can be made out if they are magnified to 200%) 
 
Unfortunately the deadline for comments has passed. JC asked if the deadline could be 
extended.  While everyone agreed with the broader aim of providing safer cycling and 
walking routes, there were some reservations expressed. 
Why was it necessary to stop cars going down St. Georges Road? This could cause a 
number of problems. For example, large vehicles such as recycling lorries might not be 
able to turn at the end of West Street. CS thought that the provisions in Globe Place were 



a waste of time and doubtful that cyclists would not use it. There are alternative routes for 
cyclists. JC said that Scott Parsons had reported other people making similar points.  
PB added that there was a lot of money being wasted on cycle paths which were not 
being used. The Willingham-Longstanton route for example. 
JC said that we  needed to put something in writing and should thank Traffic for 
consulting us. 
 
Action: Respond to the proposals even though the deadline has passed. 
 
The discussion then moved on to the proposed traffic calming in Needingworth Road. BS 
thought that the proposal to install half humps was misguided as they can wreck tyres. He 
was also concerned about the narrowness of the road. CS said that everyone had been 
consulted. JC proposed that we should say we support the proposals for Needingworth 
Road if they install full speed bumps. This was agreed. 
 
There were also misgivings about the bus routes through St.Ives. BC said that the original 
idea for a one-way system was the best option with buses going through the center of the 
town. The rising bollards were put in for this purpose. CS replied that the Town Council 
were against buses going through the centre of the town because of the market. BC said 
that buses used to go through the centre and JC added that the District Council had 
recommended this. The market was a difficult issue but was not insurmountable. 
 
5 Police Report 
 

No report. JC said there used to be a report. ML said that this now comes online  through 
e-cops. 
 
Action: ML to forward a copy to OM. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6? 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two ongoing problems with: 
1. George Corner 
2. Pedestrian crossings – speed and visibility issues 

PB reported that Earith have applied for a joint funding bid to improve safety.   
ML reported that Terry Rogers was looking into the provision of Chaser Lights for the 
pedestrian crossings in Earith to make them more visible. 
OM actioned to get more information 

Comment TR was still looking into the possibility of Chaser Lights to make the crossing more 
visible. 
PB said that the joint funded bid had been turned down.  There was a further problem 
caused by people parking outside number 7 High Street.  
CS suggested  a concrete bollard, but PB said that Highways wouldn’t do that. 

Action Leave as Active Item 
 

Item 6 Low Road Speed Limit – (section opposite and beyond Mr Joneses). – Map #7 
Issue 
 
 

Speeding issue.  Speedwatch statistics say Low Road has the highest number of 
speeding vehicles in the area.  There were a number of Speedwatch surveys in August 
with a 15% hit rate. Fenstanton want us to push for speed reduction measures here. A 



 
 

camera is needed. Inspector Griffiths is putting in cables to measure speed. CS will keep 
us informed. There is speeding in both directions.  

Comment CS reported no success in Low Road at all. 100 were speeding out of 400. Enforcement 
will take place outbound to Longstanton. They are also willing to start work earlier 
(Chas, only trained officer on laser). Big problem with Low Road and Hilton is pulling 
cars off the road. Laser equipment also has to be checked at the station before they start 
work.  Inbound is still a problem. 
There is also a serious HGV and bus speeding problem at Earith. 

Action Leave as Active Item 
 
 
 

Item 9 St Audrey Lane, Speed Limit signs – Map #13 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge Road Safety Engineering Team/Camera Partnership report that the combined 
camera/speed reminder sign is only for the beginning of such a section. However, a 
camera sign can be repeated at regular intervals within the section. We have offered to 
photograph this section if it would save a visit for placement purposes.  
OM reported that he had written to the Road Safety Engineering Team as requested and 
that a survey is taking place on October 26’th. 
OM to request survey results 

Comment Andre Chabot reported that work will start in first week in December. We will get the 
results. 

Action Get results of the survey when completed 
 
 

Item 18 Compass Point Crossing  - Map #25 
Issue 
 
 

Crossing needed between Manchester Arms roundabout and Compass Point roundabout. 
Road markings have disappeared. Work will be done when lining gang has an entire day’s 
work to do. This will be inspected by the Maintenance Supervisor. 
OM to check if this has been done. 

Comment There was some disagreement about whether or not this had been done. 
Action OM to liaise with ML  and establish the facts. 
 
 

Item 23 Guided Bus Route – North Road – Map #32 & #43 
Issue  
 

North Road is not suitable for buses in both directions. An earlier plan was for both North 
Road and Pig Lane be made One-Way 

Comment BC said that only North Road should be one-way. We don’t want two-way traffic for 
buses in North Road. 

Action Leave as active item 
 
 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 

This new item is an amalgamation of previous items 12 & 22. The issue concerns the 
danger of accidents at Hill Rose as well as the implications of the Guided Bus which 
commences operation at the end of November 2009. 
Existing footpath on Houghton Road to be widened to 3m and made into a joint 
cycle/footpath, and a footpath may be provided on the north side. Houghton concerned 
at plans. 

Comment The Guided bus is not starting at the end of November. It is rumoured there may be a 
problem with a bridge and also the guide wheels are getting hot. 

Action Leave as active item 
 



 

7 Review of Remaining Items  
 

 
Item 4  B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 
Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there 

since the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety 
point of view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  
ML reported that  both Bluntisham and Colne objected to the ENVAR planning 
application on  Road Safety grounds. She was told that road safety issues do not feature in 
planning applications. Accident statistics did not involve any HGVs so it was considered 
irrelevant. 
ENVAR said they would be prepared to make a voluntary contribution to Road Safety and 
to cut back the foliage. 

Comment ML reported that they were no further forward with this. 
  
Item 26 Speeding both sides of Colne – Map #35 
Issue Speed-warning radar signs being ignored. 
Comment GP reported that following the last meeting they had asked for Speedwatch volunteers. 

Two people are now joining the training 
 
 

8 Speedwatch Update 
 
We held 35 sessions in October and counted  8624 vehicles with 1,112 speeding (13%) at 
34mph or more. In the first week of November we held three sessions per day  for most 
weekdays to support " Not in my Neighbourhood week". 
 
We now have active local volunteers in Hilton (mostly at weekends), Houghton & Wyton 
and Earith. There are volunteers in Kings Ripton but they haven't been out yet. 
  
We have been fairly successful in reducing the %  of speeding vehicles in Needingworth 
Road St Ives, Kings Ripton and Earith although speeding HGVs remains a problem in the 
last named. However, we did get the flashing 30mph sign in Earith fixed. We want to 
work with the local parish council there to get it moved to a more appropriate place. 
  
We are having no success in Low Road Fenstanton. At the last count we had 108 vehicles 
in one hour that were doing 35mph or more. In Hilton it is hard to judge due to road 
works and the presence of police enforcement with laser equipment. The St Ives police 
only have one officer trained to use the equipment. Even so he started work at 7am 
instead of the normal 8 in order to be in Hilton for the peak period. We have a promise of 
the same in Low Road shortly. 
  
MN added that the news about Speedwatch is spreading to other areas such as Upwood. 
 

9 HCV Report 
 
The county have gone out to consultation of the Freight Route Map and they are 
considering downgrading the A1123 from a strategic to a local route. The HCV group 
feel that this is a step forward. MPs are also becoming involved in the debate. 
 
 



 

10 Reports from Members 
 
MN, HDC: 
More warning signs on the road at Pidley. Traffic calming is also due to happen, but there 
will be no footpath from Pidley to Somersham as there is no money available.  
 
CS, St. Ives: 
CS took the county council transport spokesman from his political party on a tour of St 
Ives and Fenstanton to see all the problem areas. Most of these have safety aspects. We 
are pursuing what we can. 
  
He suggested that going to county council meetings and asking a question usually gets 
more results that writing letters. Obviously this method has its limits unless several 
people ask questions. 
  
At this time of year the county council usually carry out a survey on a Saturday morning. 
It might be useful to get as many people as possible to participate and comment on the 
lack of action on whatever we feel is most important. 
  
BH, Hilton: 
Traffic situation was much better in the recession but now it’s a nightmare again. Can we 
join the HCV group? 
 
LC, Houghton: 
Work has started on the bus lane and cycle lane. No further news on linking. We are 
waiting for the CC to do something here.  We are also getting a Leisure Park. Trouble 
with Mere Way and Mr George.  
 
 

11 AOB 
 
JC:   Steve Criswell reported that the District should take on the on-street parking. 
Yellow Lines will be de-criminalised. Parking Zones will be declared and they will go 
out to tender for enforcement contracts. These will be civil enforcements.  
 

12 Date of Next Meeting 
 
19’th January, 2009 
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